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Let’s start by understanding cookies. A cookie is a small file that is downloaded 
to your device when you visit a website. The cookie allows the site to “remem- 
ber” your actions or preferences over time. Many browsers support cookies, 
but users can set their browsers to disable them and can delete them when- 
ever they like. For example, Google provides steps on how to clear cookies. 
Sites mainly use cookies to identify users, remember user preferences, and 
help users’ complete tasks without re-entering information. There are two types 
of cookies, i.e., persistent and session. 


Persistent cookies remain on a user’s device for a set period. They are acti- 
vated each time the user visits the website that created that cookie. 


Session cookies are temporary. They allow webmasters to understand user be- 
havior and activity during a browser session. A browser session starts when a 
user opens the browser window and finishes when the browser window is 
closed. Once the browser is closed, all session cookies are deleted. 


Cookies also have different functions and can be categorized as strictly neces- 
sary, performance, statistics, and marketing (targeting or advertising) cookies. 


This website uses cookies 


We use cookies to personalise content and ads, to provide social media features and to analyse 
our traffic. We also share information about your use of our site with our social media, advertising 
and analytics partners who may combine it with other information that you've provided to them or 
that they've collected from your use of their services. 
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EU Cookie Law & General Data Protection Regulation 


Part of the reason you see more cookie notices is the connection between the 
EU Cookie Law and GDPR. GDPR was all the rage in 2018, the year it came 
into effect. However, the two EU policies are different and separate. 


In 2002, the ePrivacy Directive (Cookie Law) came into effect. It requires that 
users (visitors to a site) be informed and consent before any files are stored on 
their computers or devices. GDPR is a set of rules and requirements regarding 
user privacy on the web. It gives individuals a lot more control over how their 
personal data is collected, stored, and used. Therefore, Cookie Law is about 
getting cookie-dropping consent, whereas GDPR is about giving users control 
of their data. 


The use of cookies to collect/identify personal data relates to GDPR. When 
that is the case, a webmaster should aim to do the following regarding cookies: 


e Inform users 

e Get consent from users 

e Provide users with choices and opt-out options 

e Offer ways and resources for users to clear/delete cookies 

e Create a privacy policy page that explains how and what cookies 
the site uses 


Cookie Law and GDPR apply to websites/businesses that operate in the EU 
and sites that target EU residents. If you focus on non-EU residents or conduct 
business outside of the EU, for instance, the United States, Canada, and 
Japan, the mandates may or may not apply. 


Cookie Law and GDPR don’t apply to me since my target audience is outside 
of the EU. However, | display a cookie notice to inform and educate my visi- 


tors. As | state, “Cookies are used for site management, analytics, and market- 
ing.” | also provide a link to learn more, which directs users to my privacy 
policy. 


WordPress Cookie Consent & GDPR Plugins 


Website and WordPress webmasters have plenty of robust options to handle 
Cookie Law and GDPR requirements. It’s a good idea to review what others 
are doing with their cookie notices to implement the best practices. Secondly, 
consider how a consent notice/popup will coexist with other popups/apps that 
you use. Poor planning—like having five things popup immediately when a 
user visits your site—can produce a terrible user experience. 
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1. Cookie Consent by SECURITI.ai 


SECURITI’s cookie consent plugin helps websites deploy cookie notices 


rapidly and stay compliant with global privacy regulations, such as GDPR, 


CCPA, LGPD, ePrivacy, and more. SECURITI also helps developers meet pri- 


vacy compliance with Data Subject Rights, Privacy Policy Management, and 


Universal Consent. 


e Periodically scan the website for cookies 
e Turnkey deployment of consent collection 
e Configurable preference center 

e Auto-blocking of cookies 

e Consent recordkeeping and reporting 


2. Cookie Notice for GDPR by dFactory 


Cookie Notice allows you to inform users that your site uses cookies. 


e Customize the message, design, location, animation, and more 
e Redirect users to a specific page to learn more 

e Set cookies to expire 

e Multiple accept, decline, and page scroll settings 

e WPML and Polylang compatible 

e SEO-friendly 


3. GDPR Cookie Compliance by Moove Agency 


GDPR Cookie Compliance supports your cookie objectives and offers premium 
features. 


e Customize the message, design, location, animation, and more 


e Choose from two unique layouts 

e Decide which scripts will load by default 

e WPML, qTranslate, WP Multilang, and Polylang compatible 
e CDN base URL support 

e SEO-friendly 


4. EU Cookie Law by Alex Moss 


EU Cookie Law is a light, elegant, and robust solution that helps your website 
comply with European cookie laws. 


e Customize the color, position, strings, and consent actions 


e Set your page, popup, or custom URL for your cookie policy 
e Set cookies to expire 

e Compatible with multilanguage plugins 

e Certified for WPML 


5. GDPR by Trew Knowledge 


The plugin is meant to assist a Controller, Data Processor, and Data Protection 
Officer (DPO) with efforts to meet the obligations and rights enacted under 
GDPR. 


e Consent and privacy preference management 

e Version control and re-consent management 

e Double opt-in confirmation emails 

e Telemetry Tracker for visualizing plugins and website data 
e Data processor settings and encrypted audit logs 

e Many data and technical settings 


6. Cookiebot by Cybot A/S 


Cookiebot is a top-rated GDPR and ePrivacy compliant cookie and online 
tracking cloud-based solution. 


Manage user permissions 


Give users the ability to opt-in/out of cookie categories such as 
strictly necessary, preference, statistics, and marketing 


Allow users to change or withdraw their consents 
Store user-consent data in the cloud and access/download on- 


demand 


Execute cookie-setting scripts without a page reload if the user 
gives permission 


Conduct monthly scans to detect website tracking and data usage 


Multilanguage support 
7. The GDPR Framework by Data443 


Data443 is a data security and compliance company providing leading GDPR 
compliance products such as ClassiDocs, Blockchain privacy, and enterprise 
cloud eDiscovery tools. 


e Give users an optional time frame to give their consent 

e Strengthen your reputation by giving a visual representation of your 
privacy solution 

e Allow users to automatically view, export, and delete their personal 
data 


e Delete or anonymize personal data automatically or send a notifica- 
tion and allow admins to do it manually 

e Track, manage and withdraw consent 

e Generate a GDPR-compatible Privacy Policy template for your site 


8. Cookie Bar by Brontobyte 


The Cookie Bar plugin creates a small bar with a short customizable message 
about cookies. It’s simple, lightweight, and displays a discreet notification bar 
that is dismissable. 


9. WeePie Cookie Allow by Elite Author 


WeePie offers an easy, complete, and flexible cookie law implementation 
plugin for WordPress to fully comply with the GDPR & CCPA. 


e GDPR and CCPA cookie proof 

e No privacy sensitive cookies before consent 

e Special cookie consent settings for Europeans and Californians 
e Consent logging 

e Various styling options 


10. Cookie Plus by Elite Author 


Cookie Plus GDPR automatically blocks all non-essential cookies from your 
website, i.e., no plugin or script will add cookies in the user’s browser without 
consent. Cookies are only deployed after the user has accepted cookies. 


e Five cookie categories 

e Country and IP settings 

e Generate a terms and conditions page 
e Generate a privacy policy 


Disclaimer 
| am not an attorney or a cookie policy specialist. This post does not offer or 
represent legal advice. It would be best if you worked with your legal team on 


cookie consent and policy matters. 
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SiteGround SG Optimizer Plugin Review 


A few months ago, | switched hosting companies. | had been with DreamHost 
but decided it was time for a change after my site went... 


